
Prayers
 
EARTH DAY OPENING PRAYER
 
Good God, Creator of the world, 
draw us into prayer and celebration 
as we gather to remember the gifts of your earth 
and the stewardship you have entrusted to us 
as tillers and tenders in your image.
 
We know that in the gathering of the people, 
power is present among us; 
your Holy Spirit stirs and moves and gives us courage 
to remember that all good gifts come first from you.
 
We praise you for this creation in the words of the Psalmist, 
sung by our ancestors in faith for generations:
 
"God speaks: the heavens are made; 
God breathes: the stars shine. 
God bottles the waters of the sea 
and stores them in the deep 
All earth, be astounded, 
stand in awe of God."
 
Keep us faithful to this gathering in faith and "bless this vine your right hand has
planted." Now and forever, Amen.
 
 
Taken from liturgy materials used on Earth Day 1997 at Seattle University. Provided by Earth
Ministry Available at: ttp://www.letallcreationpraise.org/liturgy/litanies.
 
 
 
 

P r a y e r s  a n d   L i t a n i e s

http://www.letallcreationpraise.org/liturgy/litanies.


A CALL TO PRAYER
 
The earth is at the same time mother, 
She is mother of all that is natural, mother of all that is human. 
She is the mother of all, for contained in her are the seeds of all. 
The earth of humankind contains all moistness, all verdancy, all germinating power. 
It is in so many ways fruitful. 
All creation comes from it. Yet it forms not only the basic raw material for humankind,
but also the substance of the incarnation of God's son.
 
 
Writen by Hildegard of Bingen. This prayer was used for Earth Day, 1990  From: Interfaith
Declarations and Worship Observance Resources; The North American Conference on Religion
and Ecology. Available at: http://www.letallcreationpraise.org/liturgy/litanies
 
 
A PRAYER OF AWARENESS
 
God is the foundation for everything 
This God undertakes, God gives. 
Such that nothing that is necessary for life is lacking. 
Now humankind needs a body that at all times honors and praises God. 
This body is supported in every way through the earth. 
Thus, the earth glorifies the power of God.
 
 
Writen by Hildegard of Bingen. This prayer was used for Earth Day, 1990  From: Interfaith
Declarations and Worship Observance Resources; The North American Conference on Religion
and Ecology. Available at:  http://www.letallcreationpraise.org/liturgy/litanies
 
 
A PRAYER OF HUMILITY
 
Almighty Lord and God
In a world full of devastation and pain,
Help us to become aware of our own choices and actions;
Actions that have irreversible consequences on all of creation.
Help us realise that we have forsaken your calling to protect
In service of our own selfish needs.
Lord, we are on a slippery slope
Help us to repent!
We realise that following you means more than just to believe,
But to be transformed and life renewed lives.
Lord help us to live differently,
Not just towards our fellow human beings
But to all of creation on which we are so deeply dependent.
 
 
Written by Dewald Hoffmann for Earth Day 2020.
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Li tan i e s
These litanies have been taken from Let All Creation Praise’s website. They can be used as litanies in
worship services or be adapted to be used as confessions.
 

For these and many more visit:
 http://www.letallcreationpraise.org/liturgy/litanies/

 

 
A LITANY FOR HEALING

 
Leader:            To bring new life to the land

          To restore the waters
To refresh the air
 

Response:      We join with the earth and with each other.
 
Leader:            To renew the forests

To care for the plants
To protect the creatures
 

Response:      We join with the earth and with each other.
 
Leader:            To celebrate the seas

To rejoice in the sunlight
To sing the song of the stars
 

Response:      We join with the earth and with each other.
 
Leader:            To recall our destiny

To renew our spirits
To reinvigorate our bodies
 

Response:      We join with the earth and with each other.
 
Leader:            To recreate the human community

To promote justice and peace
To remember our children
 

Response:      We join with the earth and with each other.
 
All:                   We join together as many and diverse expressions of one loving 
                         mystery: for the healing of the earth and the renewal of all life. 
                         (silence)
 
 
 
Available at: http://www.letallcreationpraise.org/liturgy/litanies
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A LITANY OF COMMITMENT
 
Leader:            As we seek to relax our grip so that the earth, our fragile sister, might rest

from our labours, help us to see our world more vividly than we have
done in the past.

 
Response:     Grant us vision for the challenges of this age and give us hearts 

full of courage for the future.
 
Leader:            As we seek to be wise stewards of the gifts of the earth in timber and oil,

coal, and gas, help us to know your world more humanely than we have in
the past.

 
Response:      Make us learn that wisdom which we see among those wise and 

humble people of the earth, that we might walk with care and
reverence so as to caress our fair sister.

 
Leader:            Sharing God, draw us to contemplation and silence so that we might see,

in wonder, our lives intertwined with the squirrels and the cardinal, the
creatures great and small, the beauty of each season. Help us to see the
birth, growth, death, and rebirth so as to give us courage in the ongoing
creation of our Creator. 

 
Response:      Deepen our faith and enliven our thinking, nourish our bodies 

and strengthen our souls, that we may be your message in the
world, your servants for the common wellness of the earth. Make
us weavers of a new order, crafters of a new earth. 

 
Leader:            Grant us grace through the Christ of the Cosmos. Call us to follow in the 

footsteps of Jesus, in the love with earth, and with our brothers, and
sisters. Give us a measure of the Spirit that these commitments we make
before you might make our work holy. 

 
Leader:            Let us go forth from this sacred ark with steady hand, uplifted heart, with

clear eye and alert mind, with firm step, and willing hands. May we arrive
at fresh springs of renewal through God's holy Word, in our communities
of faith, and in deep solidarity with all creation.

 
Response:      Amen. Let all the creation hear and bear witness. Amen 
 
 
 
Written by Jay C. Rochelle, 1990. Available at:
http://www.letallcreationpraise.org/liturgy/litanies.
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A LITANY OF SORROW
 
Leader:            We have forgotten who we are 

We have alienated ourselves from the unfolding of the cosmos
We have become estranged from the movements of the earth
We have turned our backs on the cycles of life.
 

Response:      We have forgotten who we are.
 
Leader:            We have sought only our own security

We have exploited simply for our own ends
We have distorted our knowledge
We have abused our power.
 

Response:      We have forgotten who we are.
 
Leader:            Now the land is barren

And the waters are poisoned
And the air is polluted.
 

Response:      We have forgotten who we are.
 
Leader:            Now the forests are dying

And the creatures are disappearing
And humans are despairing.
 

Response:      We have forgotten who we are.
 
Leader:            We ask forgiveness

We ask for the gift of remembering
We ask for the strength to change.
 

Response:      We have forgotten who we are. (Allow for a period of silence.)
 
 
 
This litany was used for Earth Day, 1990 from: Interfaith Declarations and Worship
Observance Resources; The North American Conference on Religion and Ecology.
Available at: http://www.letallcreationpraise.org/liturgy/litanies.
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A LITANY FOR OUR COVENANT WITH CREATION
 
Leader:            For the marvelous grace of your Creation, we pour out our thanks to 

You, our God.
 

Response:      We praise you, O Lord for plants growing in earth and water, for 
life inhabiting lakes and seas, for life creeping in soils and land,
for creatures living in wetlands and waters, for life flying above
earth and sea, for beasts dwelling in woods and fields.

 
Leader:            How many and wonderful are your works, our God! In wisdom you have

made them all!
 
Response:      But we confess, dear Lord, As creatures privileged with care and

keeping of Your Creation that we have abused Your Creation gifts
through arrogance, ignorance, and greed. We confess, Lord, that
we often are unaware of how deeply we have hurt Your good
earth and its marvelous gifts. We confess that we are often
unaware of how our abuse of creation has also been an abuse of
ourselves. For our wrongs, Lord, we ask forgiveness. We offer our
repentance. We promise to reverence Your Creation as a gracious
gift entrusted to us by You, our God. We promise anew to be
stewards and not pillages of what You have entrusted to us.

 
 
Leader:            Creator God, You have given us every reason to learn and promote this

wisdom of lives lived in harmony with Creation. May you daily be present
with us, gracing our service, our loving, our striving, through Christ Jesus,
our Lord.

 
All:                   Amen
 
 
 
Adapted from the North American Conference on Christianity and Ecology (Earth Prayers,
1991). Available at: http://www.letallcreationpraise.org/liturgy/litanies.
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