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Introduction

Annually churches from across the world unite in celebrating a
Season of Creation. This tradition finds its origins as early as 1989,
with the South African Council of Churches incorporating it into its
permanent calendar for the church year in 2007.

More information on the history of this movement is available on the
Season of  Creation website.
(https://seasonofcreation.org/about/#about-the-season-of-
creation)

What sets the Season of Creation apart is that it’s a yearly
celebration that begins on the 1st of September with a prayer day
for creation and ends on the 4th of October with the feast of St.
Francis of Assisi.

St. Francis is one of the most famous figures in church history. He is
affectionately known for his deep love and awareness of nature and
creation. St. Francis embodied a faith and spirituality that saw every
plant, animal and insect as an equal creation by God.

In the complex and consumer-driven world we find ourselves today
it has become increasingly hard to live such a deep-rooted faith.
That is why yearly events like the Season of Creation is so important.
It grounds us in a rhythm that becomes part of the reflections, life
and liturgy of the church. It makes us aware of the impact of human
violence against nature and reminds us of our responsibility towards
all of creation.

To reflect on the role of the entire creation in God’s story is more
important today than ever before. That is why the Season of
Creation has been incorporated into the common lectionary and
reflections in the Word and Festival. We as Green Team would like to
commend every contribution that forms part of the environmental
journey all of us are on. Therefore, we would like to share short and
additional resources that can be used to add onto the reflections in
Word and Festival.

We are excited to share this small resource kit with prayers and
possible liturgical or family moments for reflection. We are also part
of an ecumenical movement this year called #Together4Creation.
This is in partnership with different churches and focuses on
empowering the youth to engage with environmental issues.

Another project that is also worth mentioning is the Grow-Project.
The Green Team is not directly involved but hope to make a small
video contribution on the plant of crops in recycled containers.

It is our hope that this small resource kit can help in some small
way. We are leaning together and are busy rediscovering our
understanding of God’s calling for humanity and creation. May we
continue to grow a deeper awareness and faith, that we might all
start to see Creation as more than just an economic resource. Or as
St. Francis would say: May we start seeing plants and animals as our
brothers and sisters.

https://seasonofcreation.org/about/#about-the-season-of-creation


SEPTEMBER 6TH - FORESTS

The tree sends its roots beneath the
surface, seeking nourishment in the dark
soil: the rich “broken down” matter of life.
As they reach down and search, the roots
hold the tree firmly to the earth. Thus, held
and nourished, the tree grows upward into
the light, drinking the sun and the air and
expressing its truth: its branches and
foliage, its flowers and fruit. Life swarms
around and into it. Birds and insects teem
within its embrace, carrying pollen and
seeds. They nest and breed and sing and
buzz. They glorify creation. The tree
changes as it grows. It is torn by wind and
lightning, scarred by frost and fire.
Branches die and new ones emerge. Its
roots reach down into the darkness; still its
branches flow with sap and reach upward
and outward into the world. The person
kneels to contemplate a tree and the
person is learning how to pray.

POEM
You don't have to be big to make a big
impact. Find a forest nearby in your area.
Even a nature reserve with lots of trees.
Pack a picnic basket for your family and
go spend time there. Otherwise walk in
your garden or in your neighbourhood.
Look at the trees, estimate their ages.
Pick up the leaves and look at each leaf.
What does the leaf look like, what tree
does it come from, how long has the leaf
been on the ground. Talk to each other
about the usefulness of trees. Take some
of the leaves home, put them between
papers in a book and let them dry out,
hang them somewhere or use them as a
bookmark and remember that we need
the trees. Do you think you as a family
live sustainably? Do you use sustainably
grown products? Investigate things like
coffee, paper and fruit. How is it
made/grown? Can you find better
suppliers who are sustainable in your
area?

LITURGICAL
 MOMENT

Going to the mountains is going home.
One touch of nature makes the whole world kin.
In every walk with nature one receives far more
than he/she seeks.
The world is big and I want to have a look before
it gets dark.
Between every two pine trees there is a door
leading to a new way of life.
Come to the woods for here is rest. There is no
repose than that of green deep woods.
Here grow the wallflower and the violet. 
The squirrel will come and sit upon your knee,
the log cock will wake you in the morning.
Sleep in forgetfulness of all ill. 
Of all the upness accessible to mortals,
there is no upness comparable to mountains.
The mountains are calling and I must go.

by John Muir

PRAYER



SEPTEMBER 13TH - 
EARTH

PRAYER

You care for every plant, animal and

stranger,

and call us to simplicity and jubilee.

Open our hearts and minds to the

wisdom of your ways,

that the Earth may be renewed,

and all creation celebrate its fullness,

to the glory of your name.

Amen.

Merciful and sustaining God, we have sinned
against you. 
We confess our lack of gratitude for the
beauty and bounty of your creation: 
Teach us to see that your Earth sustains us
and all that lives. 
We confess that we misuse the Earth: 
May we learn to flourish with all of creation.
We confess that we have been greedy and
selfish: 
Strengthen us in self-control. 
We confess that we have taken the
abundance of your world for granted: 
Make us urgent now for its protection. 
Forgive and renew us now through our
Saviour Jesus Christ, by the power of the
Holy Spirit, with whom you live and reign,
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen.

LITANY

We give thanks for the Earth that provides our
food, recognising the pain of those who have lost
land and mourning the destruction of land
through. 

Freshly baked bread could be used in the service
today, it could even form part of the sermon itself.
Reflecting on the baking of bread, where the
ingredients come from, and the process of
proofing and baking could be a special moment.
This can be incorporated with communion (bread
and wine) or reflections on the Lord’s Prayer
(“Give us today our daily bread”). 

The children can draw pictures of all those who
work the land and the animals and plants that
grow on it. If it’s an e-service, families can be
invited to bake a bread together as a fun activity.

LITURGICAL MOMENT



PRAYER
God of life, God of water, God of the wilderness and naked
landscapes:
When we use the last resources that earth has left, You are the
God who see.
When we turn the earth’s blue into black oil spillings, and let all
Her green go barren, 
You are the God who see.
Even in the most barren parts of our earth, You hear earth’s pain
and cries of help.
God, You see when we turn our heads away from the rubble
lying in our streets as we walk by.
May You come into our own naked landscapes, into our own
deepest wilderness and create a thirst.
A thirst for justice for Your beautiful creation. May we also see
what You, oh God, sees.

Amen

If you are holding a service: Put a vase filled with sand in the
liturgical area, surrounded by nothing. Let the sand be the vocal
point.

If you are having a home-service: Let each family member bring
something that reminds them of the desert or wilderness. Put
everything together in the place where you watch or listen to the
service. It is a reminder, firstly of God, in front of who everything
lies open, even our own deepest emptiness and secondly it is a
symbol of hope: Even in the desert, God brings forth life and
beauty.

LITURGICAL MOMENT

SEPTEMBER 20TH -
WILDERNESS



God, whose Spirit moved over the deep at its
creation, and whose Son Jesus entered the waters
of baptism and hallowed them forever: We thank
you for the gift of water—the waters on the
surface of the earth, the waters beneath the
ground, the water in our atmosphere, and the
water in our bodies—and for all that dwells in the
waters. Make us mindful of the care of all the
planet’s waters, that they may richly sustain life
for us and for those who will come after us;
through Jesus Christ, who is the source of living
water. Amen.

OR

Spirit of Living Water You hold all of creation in
your womb. And spring us forward onto the earth
at birth. Spirit of Tides, Remind me of the rise and
fall of your rhythms so that I may discover them
deep within my own being. Spirit of Greenness,
Bring moistness and vigour to my life So that I
might savour the experience of your energy
Moving through me out into the world. Blessings
of water be upon me. May I be carried by the flow
of the great river of life. May I discover a hidden
spring within, gushing forth. May I be carried to
the shores of the sacred and renewed. Amen.

OR

One: We gather in the image of the Creator
Many: Who is a community of love

One: We gather in the name of the Redeemer
Many: Who reconciles all of creation

One: We gather in the presence of the Life Giver
Many: Who inspires new life and renews it.

SEPTEMBER 27TH -
RIVERS

PRAYER



Worship services: 
Congregations are encouraged to arrange several and different transparent
bowls of water in the liturgical space (as well as between the church pews).
Congregation members can be encouraged to put their hands in the bowls of
water after/during the worship service, as a symbolic reminder of our
dependence on water, as well as the Source of Living Water. Children can be
encouraged to bring a pebble from their homes and put it in the bowls of
water, also as a symbolic reminder of our dependence on the Living Water. 

Church at home: 
Families can also go for a walk by a river/dam and each carry a plastic bag.
Fill it with unwanted stuff that does not belong in the rivers or dams.

LITURGICAL MOMENT


