
 

BRIEF BACKGROUND 

JOSOPHAT MWALE 

THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE 

(JMTI) SPORTS EVANGELISM 

MTONYA CCAP REPORT 

Josophat Mwale Theological Institute (JMTI) is 

the official theological seminary where CCAP 

Nkhoma Synod pastors are trained in preparation 

for pastoral ministry. After noticing that the tradi-

tional means of evangelism do not yield the in-

tended results, in December, 2019 JMTI pastoral 

students started Sports Evangelism program. They 

observed that sport activities pull together masses 

of people from different background. Thus they 

saw in sports a great opportunity of sharing the 

Gospel  to masses of people—people who cannot 

come if you conduct a revival meeting.  

This led the JMTI soccer, volleyball and netball 

teams to start Sports Evangelism program in order 

to use sports as a means of spreading the Gospel to 

the masses. Sports environment unifies people 

from all spheres of life. In a multicultural and mul-

ti-religious community people can be hostile to 

each other but they do burry their differences 

when they come together to cheer their team. For 

some Christians, sports is merely a childish activi-

ty, good for passing time but largely insignificant 

for the deep matters of life. But for JMTI sports 

teams they see a great opportunity to share the 

Gospel to the people who come to watch sports at 

the pitch.  

Mtonya CCAP Report 

On 2nd April 2021 JMTI Sports Evangelism 
squad left JMTI campus at 2:30pm for a 
three days Easter Sports Evangelism at 
Mtonya CCAP in Dedza district, 70 kilome-
tres away from the Campus. Leading the 
squad was Rev. Maxwell Chiwoko, the Di-
rector of Sports Evangelism at JMTI. The 
team was warmly welcomed by the congre-
gation led by the resident minister, Rev. Her-
bert Kaphaizi. The theme of the evangelism 
tour was CHOOSING LIFE OR DEATH 
from Deuteronomy 28:19.  

Activities  

The team arrived at Mtonya at 4:30pm. The 

following are the programs which were done: 

2nd April 2021 

Preaching of the Word  

After taking supper, one of the student pas-

tors MacCollings Mbuna preached from 

Deuteronomy 28:15–20 to the multitude that 

had come to watch Jesus Documentary. In 

short he said faith in Christ is a life and death 

matter that God left with. But Christ was cru-

cified and raised to life so that we have life 

eternal.  

Jesus Documentary  

After preaching the Gospel the team showed 

the documentary of the life and works of Je-

sus Christ to the multitude until 11:05pm. At 

the end the team members prayed with those 

who wanted to commit their lives to Christ 

and the day’s business were over at 11:20pm.  



Jesus Documentary  

In the evening the team showed Jesus docu-

mentary. But before it started, Rev Maxwell 

Chiwoko spoke on the dangers of early 

marriages in a society and the importance 

of education to both the church and national 

development. After showing Jesus docu-

mentary the team provided counselling and 

prayers to people who had different physi-

cal and spiritual problems.  

Teams taking a photo after  the match  

JMTI Sports Evangelism squad praying for 
the trip at Nkhoma mountain.  

3rd April 2021 

Devotion  

The day began with a hot bath and delicious 

breakfast. Then the team and the congregation 

convened for morning devotion at 8:00am. The 

resident minister, Rev. Herbert Kaphaizi 

shared the Word of God from Mark 16:14–16 

preparing the squad as it was flooding the com-

munities surrounding Mtonya CCAP with the 

Gospel through door to door ministry. In short 

the man of God said every believer is mandat-

ed by God to testify about what they experi-

enced.  

Door to Door Ministry  

After the devotion the team was divided into 

10 different teams to go into communities sur-

rounding Mtonya CCAP congregation. Each 

team was comprised of 3 members of JMTI 

squad and 1 church elder and 1 deacon from 

Mtonya CCAP congregation. The teams visited 

109 families and 7 groups of people (352 peo-

ple in total). Out of the 352 people, 116 were 

members of other denominations, 182 were 

CCAP Nkhoma Synod members while 52 said 

they never go to church. Out of the 352 people, 

331 committed their lives to Christ.  

Sports  

In the afternoon there was a soccer match be-

tween Mtonya CCAP Youth and JMTI Sports 

Evangelism. Mtonya won the match 2 – 0. But 

as the match was being played student pastors 

taught the multitude that had come to watch the 

soccer different subjects. Isaac Jekemu taught 

on the dangers of using drugs and alcohol in a 

community and society. Andrew Shaba taught 

on family enrichment. Hyphen Kanin’ga 

preached to the multitude the Word of God 

from Romans 5:1–8 on the topic Jesus was died 

to give us life not death. Everyone available at 

the pitch was able to hear the teachers and 

preachers well because they were using a Pub-

lic Address System (PA System).  

 

 

JMTI Sports Evangelism Squad interacting 
with people during door to door ministry.  



4th April 2021 

On Sunday the team winded up its evangelism 

program with Easter revival where two preach-

ers from among the squad preached. Isaac Njob-

vuyalema started with the Word from John 3:1–

16. He asked and answered the question how 

can we choose life? In his sermon he made it 

clear that according to the Word of God, only 

those who are born anew in the Spirt by believ-

ing that Jesus is the only Saviour sent from God 

have made a life decision and they have life. 

Then Moses Chibwe concluded the evangelism 

tour with the Word of God from Galatians 5:16–

24. His sermon was on the visible and invisible 

marks of those who walk with Christ. He made 

it clear that true faith is not only about what we 

confess but what we live in our everyday life 

hence those who have chosen life after believing 

Jesus must walk with the Holy Spirit to make a 

breakaway with their sinful past.  

Rev Maxwell Chiwoko sharing a moment with some 

of his squad members on Sunday before the service.  

Felix Sitolo, a JMTI Squad member sharing the 

gospel with people at the pitch on the substitu-

tion.  

 

Challenges Observed During Door to Door 

Ministry  

As the squad moved in the different communi-

ties surrounding Mtonya CCAP congregation 

they noted these problems.  

1. Many people are in the church but they think 

their salvation is solely based on their good 

works and church attendance. 

2. Many people backslide in their faith due to 

problems life bring on them. And if they are 

not visited to be encouraged they stop going 

to church.  

3. There are a lot of single parent mothers who 

were left by their husbands. To some extent 

this is due to early marriages.  

4. Many young people drop out of school and 

go into marriages early. This fuels poverty in 

communities.  

 

Vote of thanks  

1. We thank God for all the provisions and 

for using us as instruments in his hands 

to share the Gospel.  

2. We thank all our friends within and out-

side the country for their prayers and 

material support.  

3. We thank Mtonya CCAP and leadership 

for hosting us for three days and for tak-

ing care of us physically.  

4. We thank the leadership of JMTI for al-

lowing the team to go out to do the evan-

gelism work.  

5. Special thanks to all the students for the 

team spirit that was demonstrated in the 

preparation of the trip and even at the 

field... Their sacrifice in contributing a 

certain amount of money and donation 

of different material things which were 

used at Mtonya made the evangelism 

program a success.  

6. The Nkhoma Nursing College for hiring 

us a bus and allowing it and the driver to 

be with us for 3 days.  

7. Our family members for allowing us to 

go out for three days.  

8. We thank God JMTI Sport Evangelism 

now has a PA System. 



Prayer Requests  

1. Praying that those who committed their 

lives to Christ remain in God’s hands. We 

planted the seed but it is in God’s hands to 

let the seed germinate and grow.  

2. Praying for the hosting congregation that 

God blesses them for all the sacrifices they 

made.  

3. Praying for the congregation to continue 

the work we started.  

4. Praying for all the people we visited that 

in are different challenges that God sets 

them free that they can believe in the power 

of the gospel. Or that God can give them the 

ability to endure their hardships and still be-

lieve in his providence.  

5. Praying for the students to remain united 

and to continue this ministry wherever they 

will go.  

6. Praying for the program to continue de-

spite all odds.  

7. Provision of materials that can be used to 

do the work. As it is, all the material we 

used (the bus, generator, projector and PA 

system) were borrowed materials.  

8. God's blessings on those who pray for us 

and support us.  

How You May Support Us 

Those who may be compelled to assist sup-

port use the following Bank Account details.  

Bank Details 

National Bank of Malawi  

JMTI  

1004272858 

Lilongwe, Gateway Current Account  

Swift Code: NBMAMWMW00  

Contacts:  

JMTI Sports Evangelism Coordinator  

Rev Maxwell Chiwoko 

+265 995 476 098  

maxwellchiwoko@yahoo.com  

Or  

The Principal, JMTI 

Rev. Dr Leonard Katundu 

Box 38, 

Nkhoma, Malawi. 

+265 999 912 188, 

leonard.katundu@gmail.com  

 

 

Our Needs 

At the moment the things which the team needs 

the most are: 

1. Prayers for the program to con�nue 

2. Sound Mixer to make our PA System complete 

(approximately 500 USD) 

3. Chichewa Bibles to give to the new converts 

(each Bible costs 10 USD) 

4. Bus for transport in our program 

(approximately 20,000 USD) 

5. Projector for showing Jesus Film 

(approximately 350 USD).  
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